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As the heat of summer recedes, Fall is the perfect time to tackle some home projects! 
Now’s the time to get a start on winterizing your house, clean up the yard, and do 

some more seasonal maintenance checks throughout your home.
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Trim back shrubs and trees to prevent falling 
limbs in winter storms.

Wrap shrubs to prevent bending or breakage 
from accumulated snow.

Rake up leaves and debris from yard and 
garden beds.

Plant flower bulbs for spring. Deer-proof plants 
with netting and chicken wire.

Cut, aerate and fertilize the lawn.

Clean gutters and downspouts.

Check for any tree limbs hanging on or 
impeding electrical lines and call the electric 
company for removal.

Clean out debris from gutters and downspouts.

If needed, power wash siding and clean 
windows.

Clean and repair window and door screens.

Check siding and roof for any damage and 
schedule repairs if needed.

Schedule a chimney cleaning.

Add weather stripping around the door frames 
and windows to cut down on cold drafts and cut 
energy costs.

Seal any gaps and fill any small holes where 
mice and small critters can enter looking for a 
warm place and food to raid.

E X T E R I O R
While the weather is mild and before the first snow falls, it’s time to get out and take care of 

general home and yard maintenance projects. Here are some tasks to get you started!

Inspect railings, stairs, walkways, and the 
driveway for cracks, loose pavers, rot, and 
damage that can be a safety hazard.

Clean and store gardening tools and equipment. 

Clean and organize garage and/or shed.

Check condition of shovels and ice scrapers 
and replace if needed.

Stock up on winter supplies such as deicer, 
anti-freeze, and fuel for the snow blower and any 
portable generators.

Add a winter driving kit to your trunk or cargo 
area of your vehicle. 

Shut off exterior faucets, remove hoses, drain 
out excess water, and store them inside your 
shed or garage.

Drain your sprinkler system. Remove any above-
ground sprinkler heads, shake out any water, then 
replace them.

Store your mower for the winter. Carefully remove 
built-up grass clipping residues, drain the fuel tank, 
and disconnect the spark plug.

Clean your gas grill, remove the tank, and store it 
inside your shed or garage. If storing it outside, turn 
off the tank valve, put the grill in a sheltered area and 
cover it securely with a weather-resistant grill cover.

Bring your outdoor furniture inside and store it in a 
garage, shed, or basement. If you don’t have room to 
store it inside, then cover it with waterproof furniture 
covers that are secured against wind and weather.



If you didn’t inspect your furnace in the spring, 
check it now and schedule any repairs. 

Clean or replace the furnace filter.

Remove any window-mount air conditioners and 
store them away.

Clean and replace the filter to your central air 
conditioning system and wrap or cover the 
outside unit to prevent rust. 

Bleed hot water radiators and clean steam 
radiator vents.

Clean your humidifiers regularly during the 
winter months to control mold and bacteria in 
the tank.

Inspect windows for loose frames or cracked 
panes and repair if necessary.

Clean inside of windows including tracks, 
sashes, and screens.

If desired, switch out curtains and drapes for 
ones with insulated liners.

Shampoo or steam clean carpets, area rugs, 
and upholstery.

I N T E R I O R
Once you have checked off all your outdoor maintenance items, it’s time to tackle all the 
indoor projects. Get your heating system primed, give your fireplace a deep clean and 

refresh that decor; the holidays are right around the corner!

Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and 
replace batteries.

Get your fireplace or wood stove in working 
order. 

Change the direction of your ceiling fan(s) to 
create an upward draft to circulate warm air 
from the ceiling.

Deep clean and declutter rooms before the 
holidays.

Shampoo or steam clean carpets and rugs. 

Pack away summer clothes and bring winter 
coats, scarfs, hats, and gloves out of storage 
and organized and ready for use in the closets.

Change out seasonal home accents and refresh 
décor. This may include adding new bedding, 
pillow covers on throw pillows, table linens, bath 
towels, or decorative accent pieces. 

Put cozy fall touches throughout the house 
by changing out or adding dried floral 
arrangements, wreaths, house plants, decorative 
accents, wall art, and touches of warm, earthy 
colors.

Have More Projects to Tackle?
Whether your refreshing your linens or remodeling your bathroom,  

Riverbend Home has what you need for even the most difficult DIY dilemma!  
Check us out at riverbendhome.com


